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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Many international conflicts (e.g., the ongoing coronavirus crisis) cannot be resolved unless for 
successful global collective actions by nations and other key participants in the global community. 
This course will teach students the essential tools of game theory and strategic reasoning with 
applications to global collective action. First, this course builds a comprehensive framework to reason 
accurately and objectively about international conflicts and international cooperation that appear 
regularly in mass media (newspapers, television, radio, internet, etc.), such as international 
organizations, global health, foreign aid, rogue states, hegemony, terrorism, refugees, peacekeeping, 
international trade, environmental cooperation, and international crime. It will also help students to 
judge international policy proposals that are put forth by the elected officials. Second, students will 
apply this framework to do literature and historical reviews upon a public health crisis in history. 
Lastly, this historical review paves paths for students to critically evaluate the ongoing coronavirus 
crisis – why the global collective action has not been successful yet, and how can the nations 
collaborate towards to collective success in the near future? Both reviews will be supervised by the 
Professor via virtual tools.  
 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

1. Students will read through two books (same author; high percentage of overlaps in topics and 

contents): “Global Collective Action (GCA, hereafter)” and “Transnational Cooperation (TC, hereafter)”. 

Both books are free online via uOttawa library. Students may use GCA as the main reading and TC as 

the supplementary reading. The instructor will provide learning guidance via lecture notes and 

additional email contacts. 

2.  With the completion of theoretical learning, each student will select a case study of public health 

crisis in history.  This case study starts with historical review, then proceeds to literature search, and 

ends in a historical review report. The instructor will provide step-by-step guidance.  

3.  At the end the Term, each student will search for research materials concerning the ongoing 

coronavirus crisis. Does history repeat, or is this time different? This guided research project will 

contribute critical reports to the policy debates that help resolve the unprecedented contagious disease 

across the whole world. 



 

 

 

 

 


