
 
DEPARTMENT: Sociology & Anthropology 

PROFESSOR: Elke Winter 
RESEARCH TITLE: Claims-making for, against, and by refugees: a 

transatlantic comparison 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 3-4 
LANGUAGE: English (French and/or German an asset) 
 
RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  
The years 2015 and 2016 were amount the most turbulent in recent history of refugee movements in 
the Western world. Amongst other factors, the Syrian conflict generated massive flows of people 
seeking refuge in Europe and elsewhere, Canada, despite its remote location, has resettled over 53 620 
Syrian refugees since November 2015. In this research project, we collaborate with a team of 
researchers from Germany to examine public claims making in Canada and Germany the context of the 
so-called “refugee crisis”. The German team will examine articles published in the Rhein-Neckar Zeitung 
(distributed in the German cities Heidelberg, Sinsheim, Mosbach, and Buchen); the Canadian team will 
study articles published in The Ottawa Citizen and Le Droit (distributed in the Canadian cities Ottawa 
and Gatineau and their surroundings). Research has shown that refugee and immigrant integration is 
first and foremost a local or regional issue. Taking the local media as one possible approximation of 
dominant public discourses in both regions, we aim to answer the following questions: Who are the 
actors or “carrier groups” that manage to get their voices heard in the public space? What claims are 
being made in the public space for, against, and by refugees? How do actors justify their claims? 
Students will be asked to assist with collecting, cataloguing, and analyzing (coding) media articles on 
recent refugee resettlement in Canada. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 
Students will:  

• acquire methodological knowledge (media analysis, coding);  
• learn how to find and enter information into an endnote literature database (software skills, 

database skills, bibliography skills);  
• engage intensively with immigration, citizenship and refugee issues; 
• cooperate with an international research team 
• learn how to write up research findings and to identify the limitations of their research. 

 


