
 

DEPARTMENT: Sociology and Anthropology 

TERM □ SUMMER 2020 

PROFESSOR: Elke Winter 

RESEARCH TITLE: COVID-19, (Forced) Migration, Social Inequality, 

and Discrimination 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 2-4 

LANGUAGE: English  

ASSIGNMENTS CAN BE SUBMITTED IN FRENCH □ YES 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Ours is a time characterized by severe social disintegration and political polarization. New nationalisms 

threaten democracy, minority rights, and peaceful international relations. Members of dominant 

groups fear for their economic livelihoods AND the erosion of their culture. These tendencies are 

reinforced by the current COVID-19 pandemic, as evidenced by the rise in social inequality (e.g. in 

France’s banlieues and African Americans being overproportionally infected by the virus) and the rise 

in discrimination of and hate crimes against Asians (e.g. in Québec, Canada, and the United States). At 

the same time, it as been argued that the current crisis is not merely a health crisis, but also a migration 

crisis, as the devastating consequences of the virus are particularly affecting refugees, and low-skilled 

migrant workers.  

The objective of this research project is to document and examine the ways that the COVID-19 crisis is 

affecting migrants, migrant workers, refugees, and/or members of racialized “visible” minorities. We 

will also examine how the negative impacts of the COVID-19 crisis “intersect” with social inequality, 

gender, and (missing) immigration status. Students will assist with the collection, categorization, and 

analysis of recent information (newspaper articles, reports, web sites, statistics, social media). As there 

is not much academic literature on THIS particular topic yet, we may decide to draw comparisons with 

past “crises” (like HIV-Aids and SARS). Students are welcome to focus their attention on a region of 

their choice (to be discussed with the professor). 

In times of in times of COVID-19, we will work from home and meet/communicate remotely (skype, 

zoom, email). 

Students can decide to work on one ore more of the countries mentioned above. They can also decide 

whether they want to take the course in either the Spring semester (May 4 to June 12), Summer 

semester (June 22 to July 31), or the Full summer term (May 4 to August 31) 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

Students will learn: 

 to work relatively independent, yet collaborate and respect timelines and goals of the collective 

project 



 to collect and catalogue information materials (statistics, “grey literature” from websites, think 

tanks, academic journal articles) in referencing-software 

 to design a research project “from scratch” based on available materials and methodological skills  

 to write up research findings and to identify the limitations of their research 

They will also 

 gain first-hand experience on how to execute a research project  

 increase or validate their interests in graduate studies  

 become experts on the effects of the COVID-19 crisis upon economically disadvantaged and/or 

racialized populations 

 


