
 

DEPARTMENT: Sociology and Anthropology 

PROFESSOR: Karine Vanthuyne 

RESEARCH TITLE: Extractive industries, Governance and Indigenous 
Rights: Spaces of struggles and social innovations 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 2 

LANGUAGE: English or French (oral and written), with Spanish  

(oral and written) as an asset.  

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Fully engaged in national and international debates about resource extraction industries, the 

Interdisciplinary Research Group on the Territories of Extraction (GRITE) includes twelve researchers 

and more than twenty graduate students from the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Social Sciences 

(International Development and Global Studies, Political Studies, Sociology and Anthropology) and 

the Faculty of Law (Civil Law and Common Law). The primary objective of GRITE is to stimulate the 

exchange of critical ideas between various sectors on issues related to the growth of the extractive 

industries, both in Canada and abroad. 

As a leader in this sector at the international level, and having endorsed the United Nations 

Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 2010, the government of Canada is increasingly 

challenged by Indigenous communities and their allies throughout the world to find better ways to 

regulate the activities of Canadian-owned companies –both within its territory and abroad. GRITE’s 

primary objective is to meaningfully contribute to the critical task of improving policies in this area, 

with its upcoming international, multidisciplinary, and cross-sectorial conference entitled: Extractive 

industries, Governance and Indigenous Rights: Spaces of struggles and social innovations 

This conference was selected as a recipient of a grant from the University of Ottawa’s Alex-Trebek 

Forum for dialogue program, and will be held at the University of Ottawa on November 29-30, 2018. 

It will have two key objectives: 1) an in-depth analysis of the socio-environmental conflicts and 

governance challenges that arise as a result of the extractive industries; and 2) the production of a 

series of policy recommendations to address these conflicts. It will bring together world-renowned 

academic experts on indigenous rights as they relate to extractive projects, and relevant 

governmental and non-governmental stakeholders. It will consist of three panels, three round table 

sessions, and a final two-part policy meeting. In the panels, the academic experts will focus on 

identifying factors at the source of socio-environmental conflicts in the context of extractive projects. 

Then they will examine what, politically and legally at the international, national or local levels, 

ensures the protection of the rights of communities affected by extractive development - including 

the right to free and prior informed consent (FPIC). They will also focus on identifying the innovations 

that different actors are developing to protect these rights (such as strategic litigation or new forms 

of public participation in decision-making processes). 



KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES : 

During the Fall of 2018, the students will assist the GRITE’s director (Karine Vanthuyne) co-director 

(Willow Scobie), and graduate research assistant (Marie-Dominik Langlois) with preparing the round 

tables and the video interviews of conference participants. Concretely, these research tasks will 

consist in updating 1) the documentary review of the politico-legal context governing the activities of 

Canadian-owned companies in Canada and abroad; and 2) the bibliographical review of conference 

participants’ academic work on the topic. Based on these updated reviews, the students will be asked 

to produce: 3) dialogue points for the conference’s round tables, and 4) questionnaires for the video 

interviews with conference participants. During the conference, the students will finally be asked to 

second GRITE’s graduate students in 5) animating the round tables; and 6) conducting the video 

interviews, edit them, and post them on YouTube.  

Throughout the term, the GRITE’s team commits to providing one-on-one training to fit students’ 

individual learning needs to accomplish this work. To foster sharing amongst the GRITE’s team and 

the students of this Directed Research Course, the GRITE’s director (K. Vanthuyne) will also hold 

regular informal seminars. At these meetings, the students will gain fundamental knowledge about 

social and political theories, the politico-legal context of Indigenous peoples’ relation to states and 

corporations in Canada and abroad, and participatory methodologies of knowledge mobilization. At 

the conference, the students will also have a key opportunity to become acquainted with, and 

position themselves within, local and international networks of research and action on the extractive 

industries.  

 


