
 

DEPARTMENT:  

TERM WINTER 2020 

PROFESSOR: Justin Piché, PhD 

RESEARCH TITLE: Community Re-entry Resources and Services 

Available to Ontario’s Provincial Prisoners 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 4 

LANGUAGE: English 

ASSIGNMENTS CAN BE SUBMITTED IN FRENCH □ YES            X NO 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Since opening its doors in the early-1970s, the Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre (OCDC) has fallen 

well-short of its founding vision as a ‘rehabilitation unit’ and instead has been plagued with various 

scandals. In recent years, the Innes Road jail has been the focus of on-going scrutiny in the news, as 

well as in coroner’s inquests into the preventable deaths of prisoners, legal action associated with poor 

conditions of confinement, and a government-initiated task force. Since 2012, the Criminalization and 

Punishment Education Project (CPEP) has been active in critiquing the laws, policies, and practices 

shaping who ends-up in OCDC and the deplorable way people are treated there while incarcerated. In 

a context where OCDC is known for being a ‘revolving door’ where those furthest pushed to the margins 

in Eastern Ontario end-up entering and exiting the jail on a regular basis, this term project will explore 

the laws, policies and guidelines that shape prisoner re-entry into the community. The study will also 

examine the availability of community re-entry resources and services available to provincial prisoners 

in Ontario in comparison to other provinces and territories across Canada.  

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

Students registered in the course will gain research experience by drafting a literature review, 
conducting data collection and analysis independently and in a group, as well as co-developing a report 
for CPEP’s Jail Accountability & Information Line on community re-entry resources and services 
available to Ontario’s provincial prisoners, including those currently held at OCDC. 
 
* Note: By registering students agree that all work they produce in this course can be used in any 
materials produced by Professor Piché.  Students will be credited in the form of acknowledgements 
(e.g. in cases where data they collect and analyse are used in publications) or co-authorships (e.g. in 
cases where portions of their written submissions are used in publications) where warranted. 
 

 


