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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Governments’ claims of wanting to reduce poverty are not new. What has changed is the form that such 
intentions have taken. 

In the early 1990s an innovative policy process called a Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) has emerged that 
intends to coordinate and prioritize actions across policy sectors and stakeholders. PRS’s were first 
implemented in developing countries by the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund in part to reform 
the process by which developing countries could qualify for conditional loans and debt relief. In 1999, the UK 
was the first advanced economy to launch a PRS process, followed by jurisdictions such as the European Union 
(EU), its member states, and Canadian provinces. In Canada, Quebec was the first to start a PRS process in 2001 
and now many Canadian jurisdictions have or intend to launch one. 
 
This directed research project is part of an ongoing research agenda lead by profs. Geranda Notten and Rachel 
Laforest (University of Queens, School of Political Studies) asking the question: Do poverty reduction strategies 
reduce poverty? More information about the research is available on https://onpovertyreduction.info/. 
 
This directed research project will contribute to analyzing the anonymized semi-structured interviews that Prof. 
Rachel Forest held among key government and non-government stakeholders in five Canadian provinces  (NL, 
MA, SK, AB & BC) with the aim to understand how PRS processes vary across Canadian provinces.  

If you are interested in participating in this project, it is important that you understand that you will not be able: 

1. To share / publish any of the research material that you will access and create. The data remains intellectual 
property of Prof Laforest and Prof Notten. 

2. To identify the interviewees. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

 

As a participant in research project you will: 

- Work in a team of students (max. 5) under the supervision of Prof. Geranda Notten and Prof. Rachel Laforest  

- Read, code and analyze transcripts from interviews held by Prof. Rachel Laforest in 1 (of 5) provinces 

- Learn to use NVivo software 

- Develop & apply a common coding structure with the team to (also) enable a comparative analysis between 

provinces 

- Write a report documenting your province’s specific poverty reduction ‘story’ as it emerged from the  

interviews 

https://onpovertyreduction.info/


- Participate in writing a joint report with your team members documenting the methodological decisions you 

made to develop and apply the common coding structure 

 


