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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This course represents a continuation of research collaboration between Professor Larisa Kurtovic and 

undergraduate student Yanna Jovic, who is earning a minor in Sociology. Last summer, Yanna 

conducted an ethnographic project in Bosnia, entitled “Saving Lake Nula: Postindustrial Natures and 

New Frontiers of Environmentalism in Postwar Bosnia Herzegovina.” The project is funded under 

Professor Kurtovic’s SSHRC IDG grant.   

This research examines a 2018 activist campaign in the central-Bosnian town of Vareš, which 

successfully challenged the EU-sponsored ¡Vamos! Program's plan to test  underwater mining 

equipment in a nearby lake “Nula” that formed out of  the pit of the now-defunct coalmine “Smreka.” 

¡Vamos!  and its local partners claimed that this project might bring back jobs to this deindustrialized 

and depopulated part of Bosnia-Herzegovina. But the project's opponents focused on potential 

environmental hazards this kind of testing, pointing to the murky ethics of bringing experimental 

technology to a poor country with weak environmental regulations. Both groups sought to position 

themselves in relation to the town’s history and present-day predicaments.  Vareš was once infamous 

for its high levels of pollution caused by the local steelworks and the coal mine, but those activities 

came to a halt with the start of the 1992-1995 Bosnian War. During this time,  the natural environment 

began to recover, and in some cases, overtake the industrial ruins of the steelworks itself.   The newly-

formed lake became a recreational area, enjoyed by swimmers,  fishermen, and picnickers. Hence, this 

reclaimed nature became central to the hoped-for economic revitalization of the region via ecological 

and rural tourism. 

Our joint ethnographic project asks the following questions: What happens when postindustrial natures 

become a site of environmentalist concern? How do past experiences of pollution and toxicity shape 

the way local people think about environmental risk? And how do these local histories intersect with 

the new, trans-European regime of distribution of environmental risks and harms, exemplified by a 

project such as ¡Vamos!? 



The proposed course will involve analysis of materials already collected during the summer of 2019, 

and have as the goal the production of a cowritten article manuscript to be presented at a conference 

and on campus, as well as submitted for review to an academic journal. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

Training the student in the analysis ethnographic data, including transcripts of interviews,  

ethnographic observations and para-ethnographic materials (like newspaper articles and reports) 

Teaching the student how to do a literature review and on how to position an analysis vis-à-vis existing 

scientific debates and conversations  

Preparing a co-written manuscript on the basis of this data and its analysis for an academic peer review 

process. 

Offering the student an opportunity to obtain experience with academic presentations on campus and 

off campus 

 

 

 

 

 


