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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

How do students experience the undergraduate anthropology programs at the University of Ottawa?  

As part of the cyclical evaluations of the anthropology programs, we will consult with students and 

recent graduates about their experiences. We will learn how they perceive the formal and informal 

curricula (courses and teaching methods) as well as the co-curriculum (learning from student life 

beyond the classroom, including the coop program, experiential learning, and extra-curricular 

activities). We will explore how students perceive the University’s vision and strategic mission; as well 

as how the anthropology programs relate to these goals. The professor and the students will co-design 

the study and analyze what the data means. Students will be asked to help design the survey, conduct 

focus groups, and understand the meaning of the data collected. We will be attentive to student 

population profiles (language, gender, immigration status), as provided by Institutional Planning and 

Research, but also to other forms of self-identification to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the 

programs in curriculum design and deliver, academic support and student integration into the 

programs.   

The goal of the research is to understand the degree to which the anthropology programs meet the 

needs of the students and meet the highest level of quality. The research will be done as a team in 

French and in English. The professors on the sub-committee will do equivalent research with the 

professors (full-time and part-time) and support staff. Everyone will review the data and provide 

feedback on how to evaluate it.  

 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

1. How to formulate and administer a survey 

2. How to conduct a focus group 

3. How to analyze quantitative and qualitative data 

 

 


