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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  
In many countries, the political elite is conceived mainly of rather wealthy and educated middle aged 
to senior men of the dominant ethnicity. National parliaments and cabinets are arenas that fit this 
description: they “include more of the affluent than the less well-off, more men than women, more 
middle-aged than young, and more white-collar professionals than blue-collar workers” (Norris 1997, 
p. 6). In this project, we take a fresh perspective on this aspect of representative democracy and focus 
on the marginalization of young adults in politics. We offer the first study to seriously investigate the 
presence of youths in parliaments and cabinets comparatively across the world. Our theoretical starting 
point is that there is a cycle of youths’ apathy in politics, especially in parliaments and cabinets. 
Empirically, we display the magnitude of this underrepresentation, and explain variation in the 
presence of youths in parliaments, party caucuses and cabinets around the world. To fulfill this goal, 
we use novel data both cross-sectionally and over time to investigate the representation of young 
adults in parliaments and cabinets across the most countries and time periods possible. 

The students involved in the research project will engage in the following tasks:  

1.) Collecting electoral and non-electoral data 

2.) Building a dataset youth representation in national parliaments, and relevant structural variables 

3.) Succinctly summarizing the existing literature on youths’ representation 

 

 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 
- Learning about a hot topic in political science 
- Synthesizing the literature 
- Building a novel dataset 
- Conducting some simple statistical tests 
- Learn how to work independently  
- Develop analytical skill 



- Make sound judgement about the quality of prior research 

 

 


