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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION: 
The project at the heart of this directed research course looks at individual and local level dynamics of 
political protest in sub-Saharan Africa. Highly mediatized movements, such as the Arab Spring, have 
called growing attention to unrest of a political nature. In sub-Saharan Africa, researchers are 
increasingly talking of an African Spring in light of the number of episodes of protest the sub-region has 
given rise to in recent years. But, considering the aims of political protests, academic attention is too 
often directed at their outcomes, that is, at whether to these episodes have led to the changes the 
street called for. While these are important questions, much continues to elude us about how protest 
emerges in the first place and about why, despite significant risks, people and especially ordinary 
citizens choose to take part in large-scale civil unrest. To study the micro-dynamics of protest largely 
ignored by the literature, the project focuses on four episodes of political unrest in sub-Saharan Africa: 
Burundi (2015), Sudan (2019), Togo (2017), and Zimbabwe (2016). 

Students taking part in this directed research course will be assigned one of these four cases. With 
regards to their specific case, students will examine the background and context behind the 
mobilisation, the dynamics and shapes taken by the mobilisation, as well as explore motivations for the 
protest identified in existing academic and non-academic literature.  

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 
Key learning activities will include: 

-developing data collection skills from academic and non academic sources

-reviewing/assessment skills through processing and reviewing material collected

-developing/enhancing analytical skills, including of historical, social and political trends

-developing/enhancing communicational skills through the production of a critical reflection report


