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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This research project tackles the gender gap in voting. Mainly based on survey research, most studies 

indicate that in most countries throughout the globe women are still less likely to vote than men. For 

example, in the United States, the gender gap is approximately 4 percentage points, in Eastern Europe 

it is slightly higher (6 to 8 percentage points), in Latin America it is also upwards 5 percent. Yet, in 

Western Europe the gender gap seems to have disappeared.  In this research project, we aim to revisit 

the gender gap thesis by using a better measurement of the electoral participation of men and women. 

Instead of using suboptimal survey data, which indicates 20 percentage points higher turnout than 

actual turnout, and which is prone to social desirability bias, we will use census data. In more detail, we 

will collect census data on the political participation of men and women from as many countries and 

time periods as possible. We will then merge this census data with a dataset on the structural 

determinants of turnout. In a last step, we will determine the structural constituents of the gender gap 

in voting, and compare if our results are similar or different to the results received through survey data.  

The students involved in the research project will engage in the following tasks:  

1.) Collecting census data on the gender gap  

2.) Building a dataset featuring the gender gap and relevant structural variables 

3.) Succinctly summarizing the existing literature on the gender gap in voting 

 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

- Learning about a hot topic in political science 

- Synthesizing the literature 

- Building a novel dataset 

- Conducting some simple statistical tests 

- Learn how to work independently  

- Develop analytical skill 

- Make sound judgement about the quality of prior research 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


