
 
DEPARTMENT:  

TERM X FALL 2019 
PROFESSOR: Justin Piché, PhD 
RESEARCH TITLE: Theorizing Critique, Change and Inertia at the 

Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre 
NUMBER OF STUDENT: 4 
LANGUAGE: English  
ASSIGNMENTS CAN BE SUBMITTED IN FRENCH X YES            □ NO 

 
RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  
Since opening its doors in the early-1970s, the Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre (OCDC) has fallen 
well-short of its founding vision as a ‘rehabilitation unit’ and instead has been plagued with various 
scandals. In recent years, the Innes Road jail has been the focus of on-going scrutiny in the news, as 
well as in coroner’s inquests into the preventable deaths of prisoners, legal action associated with poor 
conditions of confinement, and a government-initiated task force. Since 2012, the Criminalization and 
Punishment Education Project (CPEP) has been active in critiquing the laws, policies, and practices 
shaping who ends-up in OCDC and the deplorable way people are treated there while incarcerated. 
Drawing on Mathiesen’s (1990) work on neutralization techniques, this research project and course 
explores instances when OCDC and ministry officials, along with provincial politicians, have successfully 
and unsuccessfully deflected critiques and co-opted alternatives presented by CPEP aimed at reducing 
the use of imprisonment and improving conditions of confinement. This knowledge will then be used 
to inform subsequent actions by CPEP’s #NOPE / No Ottawa Prison Expansion campaign and JAIL / Jail 
Accountability & Information Line aimed at decreasing incarceration and reducing the harms of 
imprisonment at OCDC, which will also be subject to research on an on-going basis. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Students registered in the course will gain research experience by drafting annotated bibliographies, 
conducting data collection (i.e. online content search, informal requests by phone and email, access to 
information requests, etc.) and analysis, as well as raise awareness of our findings through the 
development of advocacy materials and organizing public events in collaboration with other students, 
Professor Piché, and CPEP members. Students may also participate in the JAIL hotline’s day-to-day call 
intake and resolution work. 
 
* Note: By registering students agree that all work they produce in this course can be used in any 
materials produced by Professor Piché.  Students will be credited in the form of acknowledgements 
(e.g. in cases where data they collect and analyse are used in publications) or co-authorships (e.g. in 
cases where portions of their written submissions are used in publications) where warranted. 

 


