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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

When sites of confinement are decommissioned, their future uses are often debated by government 
officials, business people, and other community actors (Flynn 2011). In many instances, these sites are 
cleared for new development or retrofitted for different government and community uses such as 
social housing (Piché & Walby 2018). There are also hundreds of examples of “carceral retasking”, 
where such locales are transformed into prison tourism destinations such as museums, restaurants, 
and hotels that continue “to reproduce imprisonment as a dominant idea and/or material practice” 
(Ferguson et al. 2014: 84). While these “carceral re-uses” (Moran 2015: 129), observed across the world 
(Ross 2012), have been the focus of scholarship (see Wilson et al. 2017), seldom have university-based 
scholars had the opportunity to shape meanings of confinement and punishment negotiated in such 
settings to raise questions about the deprivation of liberty and generate awareness about alternatives 
to incarceration. This proposed partnership between the Carceral Cultures Research Initiative (CCRI) 
and the Ottawa Jail Hostel (OJH) – established in the old Carleton County Gaol (CCG) following its 
closure and replacement by the Ottawa-Carleton Detention Centre (OCDC) – will address gaps in prison 
tourism knowledge and practice by (a) conducting archival and document research, as well as (b) filming 
interviews with former local prisoners and jail staff, to (c) co-create a new tour script and exhibits to be 
shared with hostel guests to (d) see how the meanings of penality conveyed at the site, both old and 
new, shape visitor engagement. 
 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

 
Students registered in the course will gain research experience by drafting annotated bibliographies, 
conducting data collection (i.e. archival and document research) and analysis, as well as develop new 
content for the tours and placards shared with visitors at the Ottawa Jail Hostel. 
 
* Note: By registering students agree that all work they produce in this course can be used in any 
materials produced by Professor Piché.  Students will be credited in the form of acknowledgements 
(e.g. in cases where data they collect and analyse are used in publications) or co-authorships (e.g. in 
cases where portions of their written submissions are used in publications) where warranted. 
 

 


