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DESCRIPTION DE LA RECHERCHE :  

 

The project looks at international actors’ perceptions and representations of the recent electoral 

process in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). It aims to capture the general sense conveyed in 

terms of successes or flaws of the process, and hence capture general expectations created by these 

perceptions and representations and their potential influence on the spectrum of actions available to 

Congolese actors. The key questions driving the project are: How have external actors presented the 

electoral process in DRC, in a positive, negative, neutral or mixed light? What are the major types of 

arguments used to explain the developments leading to the elections and their outcomes (e.g. historical, 

political, cultural, geographic, etc.)? What do these perceptions and representations suggest in terms of 

the expectations external actors had regarding the electoral process in DRC? Looking at a diverse set of 

actors (governments/donors, NGOs, journalists and researchers), the project specially covers the 3 

months prior to and the 2 months after the elections held on 30 December 2018. 

 

 

 

ACTIVITÉS D’APPRENTISSAGE SPÉCIFIQUES : 

 
Learning activities will be centered on offering students the opportunity to hone specific research 
tools.  
Activity 1 will be focused on surveying and organising data from different sources (government 
pronouncements, news media outputs and researchers’ publications, academic and social) to build a 
database of statements reflecting perceptions and representations regarding the DRC’s recent 
electoral process. 
Activity 2 will consist in the systematic coding of data collected, using a coding scheme developed 
collaboratively by the students and researcher. 
Activity 3 will be focused on analysing trends suggested by the data regarding international 
perceptions and expectations. 



 


