
 

DEPARTMENT: Criminology 

PROFESSOR: Dominique Robert 

RESEARCH TITLE: Culturally sensitive programing in prison. How to 

assist incarcerated minorities? 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 3 

LANGUAGE: English or French. Good proficiency in reading and 

writing in English is essential. 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This research aims at exploring the possibility of offering culturally sensitive prison programing to 

members of minorities of the Ottawa region. The first step is to gather and synthesize the existing 

research on incarcerated minorities, their needs, the existing prison programs that are dedicated to 

them as well as the outcomes of those programs.  Beyond these descriptive tasks, the research also 

requires gathering and reflecting on the definitions of culturally sensitive programing: What does it 

mean? From whose point of view? What are the debates on this issue? 

We invite students from all disciplines (political sciences, anthropology, sociology, psychology, 

criminology, etc.) to join us and participate in the following tasks : 

 Find, read and discuss the existing studies on the topic of incarcerated minorities and 
culturally sensitive prison programing; 

 Participate in synthesizing the pertinent studies into a document that can be used to guide a 
reflection on what already exists, what works and what, if anything, could be added to aid the 
reintegration members of minorities when they exit prison. 
 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

At the end of this directed research, the students will be capable of : 

 Working as an efficient team member; 

 Elaborating a research strategy and respecting a working plan and schedule; 

 Using bibliographical databases to locate pertinent studies on culturally sensitive 

programming; 

 Using the bibliographic management tool Endnote: https://uottawa.libguides.com/citation-

management/endnote ; 

 Categorizing and analyzing a selection of the studies found; 

 Participating to write a literature review (organized synthesis of the literature); 

 Produce research that is useful for an NGO in the capital region. 
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