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Description of the Project  
International Experience Canada (IEC) is a program that facilitates travel and work opportunities for youth 
aged 18 to 35. Under IEC, Canadian youth can travel and work in 34 partner countries for 1-2 years 
(depending on the country), while foreign national youth can similarly arrive to Canada to work and 
travel. Each country has a particular quota for the number of participants that can be approved each year 
(see http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/work/iec/selections.asp for an example of quota by country). 
 
A key priority for the IEC division is to develop a greater understanding of outcomes of Canadians 
travelling abroad via IEC. While the IEC division receives data on Canadian participation from partner 
countries, the level of detail provided can be limited. Furthermore, an examination of country-specific 
labour market conditions would provide key information to complement data on Canadians travelling 
abroad, ultimately contributing to a greater understanding of overall outcomes. In order to help fill this 
gap, this Directed Research Project will analyze the most popular destinations for Canadians travelling 
abroad via IEC (New Zealand, Australia, France, and United Kingdom) and examine key labour market and 
country-specific information in order advance research development for the IEC program. 
 
First, this paper will examine key indicators such as youth unemployment rate, employment rate, and 
youth population size in each of the top destination countries for Canadians. Much of the analysis will 
focus on country-specific data, but more detailed information by region (e.g. by city in the United 
Kingdom) will also be analyzed. Key questions to consider include: What are popular industries and 
occupations? How do they compare across the top countries/cities Canadians travel to? This could 
complement data IEC receives from partner countries on Canadians, or at the very least serve as a proxy 
for outcomes of Canadians travelling abroad.  
 
Next, the project will look at the quota of each top destination country relative to its youth population 
size, in order to explore whether this could serve as a benchmark comparison for quota allocation for new 
IEC countries (e.g. Luxembourg – should they get 500 quota? 1,500 quota? Why?).  
 
Lastly, the project will look at information to support marketing and promotion activities and to further 
develop our evidence base, such as: 

• What is the distance of the country from Canada? 
• Average price of airline ticket? 
• Exchange rate? 
• Average price to rent an apartment? 
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Benefits to the Participant and Requirements of the Project 
This project will equip the student with a thorough understanding of the proposed topic, and enhance 
essential research, analytical, and writing skills. An effective project can only be accomplished with an 
understanding of the complexity of the subject matter at the outset, as well as the policy relevance of 
research in this area. The supervisor will therefore spend time with the student reviewing the proposed 
project in greater detail.  
 
The student will be required to investigate and examine the existing literature, and must also be prepared 
to discuss key findings or ask the supervisor questions about the material in scheduled meetings – an open 
discussion will help the student develop their ideas and outline for their paper. 
 
 
Project Deliverables and Timelines 
 
October 8th:    
Annotated bibliography of relevant research (properly sourced)  

• A minimum of 20 sources is required (1-2 paragraphs summarizing key findings, strengths, and 
limitations of research piece). 

 
November 19th:        
Draft report of major findings for each suggested section identified below: 
 

A. Key Labour Market Indicators in Top Destinations for Canadians 
     This section will focus on: 

• Youth unemployment rates, youth employment rates, and youth population size in each of the top 
destination countries for Canadians  

• Much of the analysis will focus on country-specific data, but more detailed information by region 
(e.g. by city in the United Kingdom) will be analyzed 

• What are popular industries and occupations? How do they compare across the top countries/cities 
Canadians travel to? 

• Could also examine new potential IEC countries (Luxembourg, Iceland, Finland, Andorra) 
 

B. Assessment of Quota Relative to Youth Population 
• This section will help identify whether quota relative to population size could serve as a benchmark 

comparison for quota allocation for new IEC countries. 
• For example: Luxembourg – should they get 500 quota? 1,500 quota? Why? What could be an 

appropriate method or measure for determining new quota allocation? 
 

C. Information to support marketing/promotion activities and to further develop IEC’s evidence base 
    This section will focus on information such as: 

• What is the distance of the country from Canada? 
• Average price of airline ticket? 
• Exchange rate? 
• Average price to rent an apartment? 
• Other useful information? 

 
 



 
 

December 14th:         
Submit final report to supervisor including: 

• Major findings  
• Bibliography 
• Annotated bibliography  

 
December 19th:         
Submit final report to Director including: 

• Final report approved by Supervisor 
• 1-2 page write-up of experience in the Directed Research Program (assigned by the Director at the 

beginning of the semester) 
 
January-February 2019 (Date TBD):        

• Design PowerPoint presentation, and present key findings of report to the International Experience 
Canada team at IRCC, at 365 Laurier Avenue in Ottawa.  

 
Meeting Schedule and Course Milestones  

• Teleconference or in-person meeting once a week (or more frequently, if required) for 
approximately 1 hour to discuss project and to identify any issues or concerns. 

 
Milestone Fall 2018 
Sponsors and students informed about outcome of matching September 10-11 
Student interviews with sponsors September 12-20 
Last day for students to register in ECO4150 September 21 
University of Ottawa Reading Week October 21-27 
Classes end December 5 
Final Exam Period December 7-20 
Student submits final report to Supervisor December 14 
Student submits report to Director (Kathleen Day) December 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Assessment Criteria 
• The grade for this course is determined by a variety of factors, including: 

 
Milestone Grade Breakdown 
Active Participation in Meetings and Weekly Updates 
• Student arrives to all meetings on time. 
• Student is prepared for all meetings with questions and/or 

comments about the topic and material examined in the literature. 
• Student provides weekly updates on the progress of the paper, 

indicating consistent progress throughout the semester. 

20% 

Annotated Bibliography 
• The annotated bibliography is submitted by the deadline indicated in 

the outline. 
• The annotated bibliography includes at least 20 sources, with 1-2 

paragraphs summarizing each source. 
• The sources in the annotated bibliography relate to the topic, and 

the descriptive paragraphs reflect a good understanding of the key 
findings, strengths, and limitations of each source. 

• Sources are properly cited. 

10% 

First Draft 
• The first draft is submitted by the deadline indicated in the outline. 
• The first draft includes a variety of sources, many of which are drawn 

from the annotated bibliography. 
• The first draft is well organized, and demonstrates a good 

understanding of the material and the themes identified in the 
literature. 

• The first draft is well written (sentence structure, grammar, and 
spelling).  

• The first draft clearly incorporates any comments or suggestions 
discussed between the supervisor and student in prior meetings. 

20% 

Final Report 
• The final report is submitted by the deadline indicated in the outline. 
• The final report is well written (sentence structure, grammar, and 

spelling).  
• The final report incorporates all suggested revisions from the 

supervisor, and includes the annotated bibliography and 
bibliography (for any additional sources). 

• The final report meets all expectations and requirements as stated in 
the outline and discussed in the meetings throughout the semester. 

50% 

Overall 100% 
 
 
 


