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Since the 1990s, many have argued that societies have become more fragmented, that 
we are witnessing the end of a state centered model and of a universalistic conception of 
citizenship. Others announced the forthcoming of a third way and the possibility of new forms 
of political representation of citizens, characterized by participation, deliberation and shared 
governance. These questions have found favourable conditions within debates on the political 
representation of linguistic and national minorities. Experiences of decentralization, 
regionalization and devolution have occurred across the Atlantic. Some minorities were also 
granted particular competencies in sectors such as language, culture and education as well as 
measures to promote their more direct participation to the governance of public policies. 
Which conclusions should be drawn from these different experiences? Are they legitimate 
democratically? Are linguistic and national minorities participating more significantly to the 
decision process? Have these measures increased their capacity for self-government? What 
about their impact on the recognition of plurality, such as gender equality within these 
minorities? Are some means more legitimate than others in promoting governance and 
democratic participation within linguistic and national minorities? 

 
This conference aims to further examine these questions and the issues they raise. It 

will look at the situation since the 1990s and will extract lessons for future research on the 
subject of governance and democratic participation within linguistic and national minorities. 
Proposals from researchers and stakeholders concerned with these issues should be sent 
before September 30, 2007 (title and summary of 200-300 words, in English or French) to 
Linda Cardinal: crfpp@uottawa.ca.  

 
The organizing committee: Linda Cardinal, linda.cardinal@uottawa.ca; Élaine Déry, 

tffcpo@bellnet.ca; and Jean Laponce, jlaponce@interchange.ubc.ca.  
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