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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

 

The Humanitarian-Peace-Development Nexus, or also known as the Triple Nexus, is a concept fast 

gaining in popularity in the world of international action. The notion of ‘nexus’ is meant to stress links 

and interconnections and the idea of a ‘Triple nexus’ is meant the reflect the importance of integrating 

work across the humanitarian, security and development sectors. From a Triple Nexus perspective, 

humanitarian crises stem from development related challenges, and security challenges, just like 

security crises, are often rooted in contexts where development issues loom. The only way to respond 

to complex stability situations, from a Triple Nexus perspective, is to operate across the Triple nexus, 

building bridges across humanitarian, peace and development actors.  

Since the 2016 World Humanitarian Forum, an increasing number of stakeholders (international 

organizations, non-governmental organizations and governments) have recognized the importance of 

the Triple Nexus and its approach, and have devised integrated ‘nexus’-centric initiatives. One such 

initiative includes piloting the Triple nexus approach in key fragile contexts. The Democratic Republic 

of Congo (DRC) has been selected to be one of these pilot contexts. As the pilot unfolds in DRC, and 

under the guise of a coordination group, actors across the Triple Nexus will seek to implement 

programming that reflects a nexus or integrative approach in key Congolese provinces. 

The aim of this project is to study the ongoing efforts of international actors, in cooperation with local 

partners, to operationalize and implement a Triple nexus approach in DRC. To what extent do actors 

involved in the pilot in DRC share a common vision of the Triple Nexus and what is required for 

implementation? Currently at the exploratory phase, the project aims to tract and map the process 

behind the Triple Nexus in one of its key pilot contexts. It brings together researchers from Radboud 

University in the Netherlands and the University of Ottawa, as well as stakeholders in the DRC and 

builds on established cooperation with partners on the ground. 

As part of the directed research course, students will be involved in background research to develop 

funding applications, interacting with researchers, as well as some of the stakeholders behind the 



implementation of the Triple Nexus in DRC. This background research will center around (a) an 

exhaustive literature review and (b) preliminary interviews aimed at assessing the degree of 

‘conceptual or normative appropriation’ on the part of nexus actors in DRC. Of note, while the project 

is conducted in English, interviews are likely to be conducted in French. Bilingualism is highly 

encouraged. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

A. Bibliography of existing documents and sources on the Triple Nexus, including in DRC 

30% of final grade; 

 

B. Assistance with interviews (recruitment, scheduling, and conduct) and coding (five interviews 

per student) 

30% of final grade; 

 

C. Critical reflection on data collected and what it suggests for the overarching project 

40% of final grade. 

 

 


