
 

DEPARTMENT: School of Political Studies 

PROFESSOR: Monica Gattinger 

RESEARCH TITLE: Innovation in the public interest 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 1-2 

LANGUAGE: English (French an asset) 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

If society is to maximize the benefits of disruptive innovation and technology and to minimize the risks, 

a concerted knowledge creation and mobilization effort is needed to identify and anticipate impacts 

and to suggest adaptive, anticipatory and flexible governance approaches. 

There is currently a research gap on comprehensively identifying, monitoring and anticipating the 

“downstream” effects of innovation. These downstream effects include changes to employment and 

labour conditions, societal, ethical and value conflicts, conflicting risk perceptions, and equity of access 

and impact.  

We undertake research in this area under the theme of “Innovation in the public interest” to fill a need 

for the evidence and knowledge governments and society require to manage the risks (e.g., social, 

political, environmental, health, security, legal) posed by disruptive technologies and innovation. 

Students will have the opportunity to contribute to two research projects in this area during the term.  

The first titled “@Risk” is SSHRC funded project that probes if and how public values are incorporated 

into risk management frameworks in 6 comparative case studies in the energy, public health and 

genomics sectors. The second project is the development of a network of collaborators working 

towards identifying, monitoring, anticipating disruptive impacts and suggesting adaptive, flexible 

governance approaches 

Students will work with a multi-disciplinary team of professors, senior researchers, postdocs and grad 

students exploring these issues through a combination of archival research, literature reviews, and 

academic writing. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

By the end of the course the student(s) will: 

 Apply and expand their ability to summarize and analyze academic and grey literature:  

Students will have the opportunity to assist in preparation of discussion papers which examine 

historical and current examples (e.g., gene editing, autonomous vehicles) of the disruptive 

impacts of innovations to outline issues, thematic areas and principles. These will be used to 

inform discussion amongst research team members and collaborators.   

 



 Develop and refine their ability to conduct a scholarly literature review: Students will expand 

and refine a key scientific communication skill - the literature review.  This will be carried out 

in a stepwise fashion. First, students will prepare an annotated bibliography of a number of 

selected readings chosen to improve their foundational understanding of innovation policy 

and of the readings that informed research questions of the @Risk project. Second, they will 

seek out and review the literature examining disruptive impacts and risk management. Third, 

they will contrast readings, identify research gaps and learn how to position a study within a 

field of inquiry for purposes of funding applications, ethics review board applications and 

journal manuscript submission. 

  

 Gain practical experience in working with a diverse research team:  Students will have the 

opportunity to interact with professors and other senior researchers from uOttawa, 

uWaterloo, North Carolina State University, Université de Montréal, Guelph, as well as senior 

policy practitioners from the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, Canadian Public Health 

Association, National Research Council and more. This will expose students to a range of 

disciplines and a range of specialists in both the academic and policy world.  

 

Throughout the course, regular meetings between the professor and students will be scheduled to 

assess progress, discuss and resolve challenges encountered, and collectively review and comment on 

drafts of material prepared by participants in the course. 

 


