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 COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Completion, individually or in a small group, of a research project under the supervision of a professor. This course 
allows for the application of already acquired abilities and the acquisition of new knowledge related to carrying out 
research. 

GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES 

This course allows students to participate in an ongoing research project and, therefore: 

1. Enrich the quality of their student experience
2. Increase their autonomy and professional capacity in their area of studies
3. Improve their knowledge of methodologies and the research process
4. Understand the limits of knowledge in research within the social sciences and to become familiar

with scientific communication

RESEARCH PROJECT 

Students in this Directed Research seminar will join the Community Mobilization in Crisis (CMIC) research 
team, consisting of faculty and students from the School of Political Studies, the School of International 
Development and Global Studies, and other uOttawa programs, along with researchers based at the American 
University of Beirut in Beirut, Lebanon.  CMIC’s current research examines community organizing and 
mobilization in the Middle East, North Africa (MENA), and elsewhere, aiming to bridge paradigms of 
community development and community organizing developed in North America and propagated by Northern 
NGOs, donor states, and UN agencies with local and Indigenous models, epistemological and ontological 
frameworks, and practices.  Students will become familiar with the literature on community development and 
community organizing, will develop their own research questions related to the MENA or other contexts, and 
will either gather appropriate original data to answer those questions or use case studies or other material 
being gathered by fellow CMIC research team members.  This Directed Research course is ideal for students 
with an interest in research toward solidarity, decolonising higher education, transnationalism, and 
transformative or social change.  Readings and group meetings will be conducted in English, but knowledge of 
written or oral Arabic or French will open new opportunities for data collection and analysis.    
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