
 

DEPARTMENT: Public and International Affairs 

PROFESSOR: Patrick Fafard 

RESEARCH TITLE: Conceptions of politics in public health research 

NUMBER OF STUDENT: 2 

LANGUAGE: English 

 

RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

Contemporary public health seeks to better understand and then address all things that influence the 

health of the population. Concern about the social, economic and political determinants of health 

means that the agenda of public health is vast extending across the broad scope of what government 

does. The result is that public health scholars are concerned with politics and government. However, 

generally speaking, public health scholars (like the population more generally) have only a limited 

understanding of politics and would seem to hold a rather pejorative view of politics, politicians and 

political decision-making. This research project is designed to test these claims. The project involves:     

1) designing and conducting a systematic search of the public health literature for references to 

“politics” and related terms (e.g., “political”, “ideology”, etc.); 2) for the research that is found in step 1, 

creating and applying a coding scheme to generate quantitative data on how politics is characterized; 4) 

generating tables and charts to summarize the findings; 5) time permitting, drafting an academic paper 

reporting the results. 

The course is open towards all students in the social sciences (especially conflict studies, development 
studies, political studies, sociology). For questions, please contact me at  
pfafard@uottawa.ca 
 
You must include your CV with the application 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

(1) Design and execution of a systematic review of scholarly literature including how to search 

scholarly databases using Boolean search techniques; sampling strategies; design of keyword 

searches, etc. 

(2) Quantitative analysis of documents including the design and execution of a coding scheme; testing 

for intercoder reliability; etc. 

(3) Design of tables and charts to present quantitative data. 

(4) Working independently in a small team to carry out a complex research project. 

(5) The conception and drafting of an academic paper for submission to a health/medical journal. 
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