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RESEARCH DESCRIPTION:  

This is an opportunity to do cutting edge on a very contemporary topic: the Brexit.  

The outcome of the so-called Brexit, which is an abbreviation of "British exit" from the European Union 

(EU) that Britons had voted for in a nation-wide referendum on 23 June, 2016 surprised many not only 

in the UK itself but also in the rest of the EU. Its mechanics and indeed whether and when the British 

government will invoke Article 50 of the Lisbon Treaty are still unknown at this point. However, what 

seems to be clear from recent policy statements that the British Prime Minister has made after the 

referendum as well as recent polling on this issue is that Britain has all intentions to indeed leave the EU 

after 43 years of marriage (it joined the EU in 1973). March or April of next year have been floated as 

possible dates for when the UK will most likely invoke Article 50 and thus officially start the ‘divorce 

process’ from the EU.  

Against this backdrop, the project examines what the Brexit would mean for the two major security 

institutions in Europe—that is the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Europe’s Common 

Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), also their relationships with one another? Speaking in pure policy 

terms, how will the Brexit affect the inner mechanics of the transatlantic link and the process of 

European integration in the domain of foreign and security policy? 

The course is open towards all students in the social sciences (especially conflict studies, development 

studies, political studies, conflict studies, sociology). For questions, please contact me at 

Benjamin.Zyla@uottawa.ca 

You must include your CV as well as a writing sample (paper, blog post, short essay) with the 

application. 

KEY LEARNING ACTIVITIES: 

This course will allow students to: 

 Participate and be a full member of an existing research team 

 Expand your research knowledge (methodologies, techniques, analysis, etc.) on The Brexit & 
European Security Institutions (CSDP & NATO) 

 Gain an understanding of the literature on this subject 

 Increase or validate their interests in graduate studies and gain a first practical experience of 
social science research; 

 Learn how to do a literature review 
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